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North . Covington shopping center OK’:
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Covington Flanning Commis-
munaﬁapmmredtheﬁrﬂ.phase
of an B-aere shopping center 4t
the north end of the eity, sup-
porting plans for an athletic club

and a realignment of Alrport
Road that some hope will relieve
problems at its intersection with
Liomisiana 25,

Covington Commons will
eventually convert a par-8 golf
eourse fnto & commersial center,
though only the first phase
along Lovisiana 256 was up for
approvil Monday night. This

sectlon will be built around a-

Franco's Athletic Club and
involve the addition of & rounda-

bout and additional turn lanes to
caize traffic fiow at the intersec-
tion of Airport Road and Louisi-
ang 25.

Julian J. “Rod” Rodrigue, at-

tormey for Covington Commons
LLC, said the realignment of
the roadwqr was suppoited by
every expert the develu]:lern
have ghown it to,

"We're iterpping up to the
plate to do that," Rodrigue said,

Commissioners approved the

plang for the first p]:umo unani-
maousiy

The project will reconfigure
Airport Road, which now meéts
Louisiang 25 st sharp angle,
by adding a roundsbaout that will
allow the twa roads to be joined
at a right angle. The project will
alen add additional turn Janes at
the intersection,

Commizsioners had few eom-
ments on the project at Mop-
day's meeting,. t.houg]: Chalr-

man Keith Buet specifically

noted the elimination of the

tricky intersection of Louieiana

EE and Afrport Road as a hene-
t.

T think the proposed design
is about the best we can get,”
Duet said.

Residents in-the ares said
that while the plans seem to ad-
dress some of their concerns
aboyt traffie, they hope the de-
velopment will eventually in-

cldde a u'a.fﬁr gignal at the in-
tersection.

The steady. Now of cars along
the state highway, which carties
vehicles from 8t Tammeany Far-
izh to Washington Parish, makes
it diffiealt to make a left turn
onto the roadway, said Rob
Mingo, who lives on nearby
River Road.

“Ther don't slow down until
" See OV, B-g

Roundabout proposed at Lomsmna 25

there B aneﬂn:ng to s]ow them
down, and that’s the signal at
(U.8.) 180,” Mingo said, Only
another traffic signal can ease
prohlems at the intersaetion, he
sabd.

Rodrigne said Covington
Commons also supports the ad-
dition of the signal, and will pry
to heve it installed, but neads to

b e 1 fenwnm tha otata

enl of 'Imn!.porr.u.tdon
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“The state has indieated to us
that the corrent traffic level
doas not meet requirements for
a traffic signal,” Rodrigue said.
“You have to just stay on them
and eontinually badger them
from every government agency

- ared say, ‘1 don't care what your

numbers say, we need it.' ™

Cunne‘ptnh] plans for the re-
mainder " the development in-

ehde 8 eacond roundabout that
would provide another outlet to
Loudgiuna 5 and an intersection
at Branch Crossing Drive.

The first phase also includes
five emaller plots, most, of which
front Louisiana 25, that will be
occupied by other commercial
projects, Rodmm said.
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